
Dear Parents and Children

In the Gospel reading on
Sunday, we are reminded that
being a follower of Jesus can
sometimes be challenging.

Jesus sends the disciples out
to share the good news and to
heal those who have been
afflicted. But he tells them
that they may face hostility
and persecution at times. 

Sometimes, people do not
want to hear the good news
about Jesus and they cannot
accept that this will help them
in their lives. 

Our responsibility is simply to
be courageous in sharing the
Gospel and speaking up for
truth. This means that we are
also called to help expose the
truth when others are lying or
doing things that are harmful
to themselves or others.

Showing courage does not
always mean that we have to
do something. Most of the
time, we just need to let an
appropriate person know that
something is wrong.

Community Dates

22 Jun  Windrush Day

24 Jun  Birth of St John        
           the Baptist
           

           National Writing       
           Day

 
In your family prayer time
this week, you may wish to
reflect on a person from the
Bible who showed great
courage.

You may also wish to talk to
Jesus about any situations
where you may need help to
try something new, or if you
need to ask a trusted adult
about help with a problem.

In joining yourself to God’s
will, you take on new life and
gather great courage. 
St Paul of the Cross

God bless
 
Mrs Titus
 
 

Safeguarding                      

If you have any concerns for
the safety and well-being of
any child, please make an
appointment to see Mrs Studd
who is our Designated
Safeguarding Lead.

In an emergency, please call
the police without delay. 

We can also help parents
through Brent’s Early Help
Assessment process.               

If you are having difficulties
with housing, finances or
health, please speak with Mrs
Studd who can signpost you to
appropriate support and
services. 

Click here for information
from the NSPCC on Positive
Parenting

Click here for Brent Citizens
Advice

Useful Contacts:

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

Brent Social Services:
020 8937 4300

St Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic 
Primary School
020 8965 5651

admin@stjo.brent.sch.uk
www.stjosephsrc.co.uk

Celebrations
We are always very happy to
share news about the
children’s achievements outside
of school. 
Please email details and
photos to:
info@stjo.brent.sch.uk 
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Gardening Sessions

Children from classes 4S and 5S enjoyed taking part in gardening sessions in our new school
garden, kindly led by Siobhan from Seeds For Growth. They began by exploring the garden and
discussing the importance of plants, biodiversity, and growing our own food. They learned about
how plants support wildlife and why caring for the environment is such an important responsibility.

Working collaboratively in small groups, the children then rolled up their sleeves and got hands-on
experience sowing seeds in the new flower beds. They carefully prepared the soil, planted their
seeds, and learned how to help them thrive through regular care and attention.

The sessions were a wonderful opportunity for the children to develop their understanding of the
natural world while building teamwork skills and taking pride in improving our school environment.
We look forward to watching the garden grow and seeing the colourful results of their hard work
in the months ahead.

I liked planting the seeds as it felt like we were helping the garden come to life. Amanda 4S
It was exciting to learn that the flowers we plant can help bees and other insects. Ray 5S 
I enjoyed working with my friends and learning how to take care of plants. Ariam 4S

The best part was getting our hands dirty and doing real gardening.    Benjamin 5S
I never knew the work goes into growing plants. Now I appreciate nature more.   Nadia 4S 
I can't wait to come back and see how much our seeds have grown.   Mathew 5S

























Attendance

Congratulations to Classes 5S and 6S for
best class attendance during week beginning
15 June.

If your child is not going to be in school please
call the office on 020 8965 5651 or email the
school at: admin@stjo.brent.sch.uk before
8.50am on every day of absence. 

If you have any medical questions about your
child’s health, please contact your GP or call
NHS on 111.

In addition to making a telephone call by
8.50am on every day of absence, this must be
followed up in writing. Parents may complete a
Reason For Absence form (available from
school office or school website) or you may
write a letter / email to confirm the reason for
the absence.

When you know in advance that your child will
be absent, please inform the school in advance
and provide appropriate documentation such
as the medical appointment letter.

Please remember that all school policies are in
place for a reason with the main purpose
being to ensure the safety, well-being and
secure development of your child.

If we have any concerns about a child’s
absence, we may carry out a home visit. We
may also contact Brent Education Welfare and
Social Services.

Please remember term time leave for family
holidays and celebrations are not permitted
in line with our Attendance Policy. 

Unauthorised absences are referred to Brent
Education Welfare who have the authority
to issue Education Penalty Notices of £160
per child, per parent. This reduces by 50% if
paid within 21 days.

School Uniform

Please ensure that children wear full school
uniform at all times. All items should be
clearly labelled.

Children should always wear their blazers to
school. When the weather is warmer, children
will be given permission to take off their
blazers during the school day.
 

Parental Communication

Parents are reminded that it is very
helpful for school to be kept informed
of any factors that may impact on
your child’s learning or well-being.
This is to ensure that we are working
together to support your child and
family. 

Please make an appointment to see
Mrs Studd to discuss any matters that
school should be aware of so we can
make informed decisions together.
 
Appointments can be made through
the school office. 

Safer Internet

At St Joseph’s, we frequently
communicate with our children and
parents about online safety to help
reduce the risk of children accessing
inappropriate websites or becoming
engaged in unsuitable communications
online.

The school computers and digital
equipment have been protected to
prevent children, and any other
persons on the school site, from
accessing any inapproporate materials
through the school’s internet provision.

We encourage parents to ensure that
their own home equipment has the
same protections. Please also check
regularly what your child is doing
online.

Our website contains a number of
links to resources for parents. Please
click here for direct access to the
information.

https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SJSED-007-Reason-for-Absence-Oct-2019.pdf
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/safeguarding/online-safety/


Online Safety

Parents frequently receive information from school regarding the safety of children while they are
accessing online activities and games. Parents are reminded about the need for vigilance and
strict monitoring of children’s activity on online devices and social media apps. 

At St Joseph’s, we embrace the wonders of modern technology and online live learning was a
great success during the most recent national lockdown. However, there are risks when children
use their own devices outside of school.

Please be aware that it can take just a few minutes for a stranger to gain a child’s trust online
and this can often be achieved by the stranger pretending to be a child themselves so they can
commit an offence against a child. 

Children that know each other can also become involved in inappropriate conduct through online
chat and social media. Previously, the school has become aware of a number of WhatsApp groups
in which children have been extremely unkind and made hurtful comments. This then becomes an
issue in the school community as the feelings caused by online activity in the home are still
present when the children see each other in class.

Another important factor that parents must bear in mind is that children aged 10 years old or
over are considered in law to be at the age of criminal responsibility. Children may therefore be
part of a police investigation if they are involved in any malicious communications or accessing
illegal content.

If you are unsure how to protect your child from the potential dangers of online activity, please
click here to access further information.
 

Expressing Ourselves Safely Online

Many of us are using devices (tablets,
laptops, games consoles, phones) to keep in
touch with friends and family across the
world. 

Children enjoy using technology to share
their passions and interests but this should be
with parental supervision so they are
expressing themselves safely and
appropriately. 

Please support your child in being safe with
online interactions, and how this should be
appropriate and only with people they really
do know and trust. 

Encourage your child to let you know
immediately if they see or hear anything on
their devices that worries them. 

Please also be mindful of the amount of time
your child spends on their devices,
particularly as they are online for home
learning.

If you would like to discuss any concerns
regarding your child’s online activity, please
make an appointment to see Mrs Studd.

https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/safeguarding/online-safety/
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