
Dear Parents and Children 

In this last newsletter of the 

spring term, we look forward 

to a time of slowing down as 

we journey through Holy 

Week. 

We start on Sunday with 

Palm Sunday. This is a time 

of celebration as we            

remember Jesus’ triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem. 

The week continues with 

preparation for the various 

Masses and services to come 

including the remembrance 

of the events of the Last     

Supper; the arrest of  Jesus; 

the Stations of the Cross; and 

finally, the celebration of  

Jesus’ resurrection.  

All these events are hugely 

significant and form the 

foundations of our faith. If 

Jesus had not suffered, died 

and risen from the dead, 

then we may not have        

become followers of Christ. 

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns   

for the safety and well-being 

of any child, please make  

an appointment to see Mrs 

Studd who is our Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. 

In an emergency, please    

call the police without       

delay.  

We can also help parents 

through Brent’s Early Help 

Assessment process. If you 

are having difficulties with 

housing, finances or health, 

please speak with Mrs Studd 

who can signpost you to    

appropriate support and   

services.  

Click here for information 

from the NSPCC on            

Positive Parenting 

Click here for Brent           

Citizens Advice 

Useful Contacts: 

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 

Brent Social Services: 

020 8937 4300 
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School is closed for 

the Easter Holiday 

Children return  

to school on  

Monday 13 April 

Celebrations 

We are always very happy  

to share news about the 

children’s achievements 

outside of school.  

Please email details and 

photos to: 

info@stjo.brent.sch.uk  

 

In your family prayer time 

this week, you may wish to 

reflect on the painful and 

yet magnificent events that 

helped people to see that   

Jesus was (and is) the 

longed for Saviour of the 

world. 

 

Holy Week is a time to give 

Jesus our hearts. On the 

Cross He gave us all of His 

love.  

St. Teresa of Calcutta  

 

Dear Lord Jesus, as Holy 

Week approaches, we thank 

you for giving your life for 

us, so that one 

day we too may 

know the joys of 

heaven. Amen.  

 

God bless 

 

Mrs Titus 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1195/positive-parenting.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1195/positive-parenting.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1195/positive-parenting.pdf
https://www.citizensadvicebrent.org.uk/
https://www.citizensadvicebrent.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk


News from Year 4 

English  

This term Year 4 have been exploring informal letter writing. We have centred our 

letters around the theme of our class novel, The Firework Maker’s Daughter by   

Phillip Pullman. The book follows the adventures of a young girl named Lila who 

wants to fulfil her dream of becoming a Firework Maker, against her father’s     

wishes.  

The children have also had the chance to explore the poetry of Wes Magee. They 

have discussed the impact of rhyme and rhythm in poetry, and created their own. 

Mathematics 

Year 4 have been developing their knowledge and understanding of fractions.     

We have added and subtracted proper fractions, and expanded our knowledge to 

improper fraction conversion to mixed numbers, using our multiplication and    

division skills. 

Science 

The children have continued their exploration of Circuits and Conductors.          

We have investigated how to create a simple series circuit using wires, a bulb, and 

a battery. 

Year 4 took part in a British Science Week workshop. The workshop explore science 

curiosities and everyone really enjoyed taking part.  

Geography 

This term, Year 4 have explored their new topic of Settlers and Settlements.        

Within this area of learning, we have discovered the different types of settlements 

all over the world, such as cities, towns, villages and hamlets. We have also         

discovered what amenities each settlement has, as well as recognising how and 

why settlements are linked.  

Computing 

The children have really enjoyed learning about the use of AI. In this topic, we 

have explored how AI technologies are changing the world, and how they can    

impact our daily lives.  



News from Year 6 

Despite being the shortest academic period, the spring term has seen the Year 6 

children soar to new heights. They have engaged in a variety of hands-on        

workshops that made their learning more interactive and meaningful beyond the 

classroom. 

The year group enjoyed an exciting trip by London Underground to visit The Old 

Operating Theatre Museum and Herb Garret and the Golden Hinde to support their 

history topic, Plague, Pox and Antibiotics. 

At the Old Operating Theatre, we discovered what surgery and medical treatments 

were like in the past; learning about early remedies, surgical tools and the      

challenges doctors faced before modern medicine. On board the Golden Hinde, 

Year 6 explored what life was like for Tudor sailors and the illnesses that they      

encountered during long sea voyages, gaining a deeper understanding of how 

medicine has changed over time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 children attended an assembly about Judaism before taking part in an  

engaging workshop focused on Passover. During the session, they learned about 

the meaning of the festival and explored key traditions by taking on the role of a 

Jewish family preparing for the celebration. 

The year group visited the Wembley Stadium Learning Zone, where they took      

part in an engaging careers workshop exploring the wide range of jobs involved   

in running a major stadium. They also enjoyed a guided stadium tour, going    

behind the scenes to discover how one of the country’s most famous sporting venues 

operates. The visit was an inspiring opportunity to learn about future careers while 

experiencing the stadium up close. 



News from the French Department 

In this unit the Year 2 children have learnt how to name and recognise up to 10 

fruits in French, to attempt to spell some of these nouns, to ask somebody in French 

if they like a particular fruit and to say what fruits they like and dislike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been exploring the concept of gender in French and they       

have started to understand better that nouns in French are either masculine or 

feminine. They have learnt that gender will affect other words in a sentence like 

the indefinite article/determiner which has two forms: un and une.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have also learnt that the letter ‘s’ is not pronounced in the plural 

version of the fruits as final consonants are nearly always silent letters in French. 

The children have been working on memory, recall and retention skills using a 

variety of activities and games. Our song “Est-ce que tu aimes les fruits?” (Do you 

like fruits?) was very popular with the children! 

 



News from the PE Department 

Year 3 – Football and Handball 

This term in PE, Year 3 have been working hard developing their skills in           

football and handball. In football, the children practised dribbling, passing     

and shooting, focusing on control and teamwork.  

They enjoyed taking part in small-sided games where they showed great          

sportsmanship and improved confidence. 

In handball, Year 3 children learned how to pass accurately, move into space    

and defend effectively. They worked together in teams and demonstrated excellent 

communication skills during matches. 

We are very proud of their enthusiasm, determination and positive attitudes in 

every lesson. Well done, Year 3!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 – Athletics 

This term in PE, Year 5 children have been developing their athletics skills and 

showing fantastic determination in every lesson. They focused on improving their 

sprinting technique, practising the “on your marks, get set, go” starting sequence 

to build speed and reaction time. The children also worked hard on their relay 

changeover techniques, learning how to pass the baton smoothly and efficiently 

within their teams. 

In field events, children explored the triple jump, concentrating on balance, 

rhythm and controlled landings. They also practised javelin throwing, focusing 

on safe technique, accuracy and distance. 

To finish the unit, Year 5 children took part in an exciting mini-Olympics          

tournament, competing in all the disciplines they had practised. It was wonderful 

to see such teamwork, resilience and encouragement throughout the event. We are 

incredibly proud of their effort, sportsmanship and enthusiasm. Well done, Year 5!  



News from the Music Department 

This spring has been a rich and rewarding term of music‑making across the 

school. 

 

Year 1 

Pupils have developed their musicianship through singing, steady‑beat activities, 

and playing tuned and un-tuned percussion, while beginning to read simple    

notation and use Kodály hand signs with growing confidence. 

 

Year 2 

Children have expanded their understanding of world musical traditions through 

ukulele playing, rounds, call‑and‑response, and listening work that builds their 

musical vocabulary and ensemble skills. 

 

Year 3 

Students have made excellent progress on the recorder, learning to sing and play 

Do–Re–Mi–Sol–La, B–A–G, and High D melodies, and exploring folk songs from 

around the world. 

 

 

Year 4 

Pupils have deepened their understanding of the Western Classical tradition, 

learning how orchestral instruments are classified, listening to key works, and   

extending their ukulele technique by playing a variety of chords such as C major, 

A minor, F major, and C7. 

 

Year 5 

Children have developed strong guitar skills, learning pieces in a range of styles 

and building fluency in chords, strumming patterns, and ensemble performance. 

 

Year 6 

Students have explored a variety of rhythmic and melodic patterns through        

different repertoire to develop their performance technique on steel pans,            

preparing them to immerse themselves in samba in the summer term. 

 

Across all year groups, children have strengthened their singing, instrumental 

technique, rhythmic awareness, and musical understanding, contributing to a 

joyful and enriching term of music‑making. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance 

Congratulations to Class 3D for best class          

attendance during week beginning 16 March. 

If your child is not going to be in school please 

call the office on 020 8965 5651 or email the 

school at: admin@stjo.brent.sch.uk before 

8.50am on every day of absence.  

If you have any medical questions about your 

child’s health, please contact your GP or call 

NHS on 111. 

In addition to making a telephone call by 

8.50am on every day of absence, this must be   

followed up in writing. Parents may complete a 

Reason For Absence form (available from school 

office or school website) or you may write a      

letter / email  to confirm the reason for the     

absence. 

When you know in advance that your child will 

be absent,  please inform the school in advance 

and provide appropriate documentation such  

as the medical appointment letter. 

Please remember that all school policies are in 

place for a reason with the main purpose being 

to ensure the safety, well-being and secure       

development of your child. 

If we have any concerns about a child’s           

absence, we may carry out a home visit. We may 

also contact Brent Education Welfare and       

Social Services. 

Please remember term time leave for family     

holidays and celebrations are not permitted in 

line with our Attendance Policy. Unauthorised 

absences are referred to Brent Education        

Welfare who have the authority to issue            

Education Penalty Notices of £160 per child,     

per parent. This reduces by 50% if paid within  

21 days. 

Parental Communication 

Parents are reminded that it is very helpful for  

school to be kept informed of any factors that 

may impact on your child’s learning or well-

being. This is to ensure that we are working   

together to support your child and family.  

Please make an appointment to see Mrs Studd 

to discuss any matters that school should be 

aware of so we can make informed decisions 

together. 

Safer Internet 

At St Joseph’s, we frequently 

communicate with our       

children and parents about 

online safety to help reduce 

the risk of children accessing 

inappropriate websites or     

becoming engaged in           

unsuitable communications 

online. 

The school computers and   

digital equipment have been 

protected to prevent children 

and any other persons on site 

from accessing any                

inappropriate materials 

through the school internet 

provision. 

We encourage parents to      

ensure that their own home 

equipment has the same      

protections. Please also check 

regularly what your child is 

doing online. 

Our website contains a      

number of links to resources 

for parents. Please click here 

for direct access to the           

information.   

School Uniform 

Please ensure that children 

wear full school uniform at 

all times. All items should be 

clearly labelled. 

Children should always  

wear their blazers to school. 

When the weather is warmer, 

children will be given       

permission to take off their 

blazers during the school 

day. 

https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SJSED-007-Reason-for-Absence-Oct-2019.pdf
https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/safeguarding/online-safety/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/


Online Safety 

Parents frequently receive information from school regarding the safety of       

children while they are accessing online activities and games. Parents are       

reminded about the need for vigilance and strict monitoring of children’s       

activity on online devices and social media apps.  

At St Joseph’s, we embrace the wonders of modern technology and online           

live learning was a great success during the most recent national lockdown. 

However, there are risks when children use their own devices outside of school. 

Please be aware that it can take just a few minutes for a stranger to gain a 

child’s trust online and this can often be achieved by the stranger pretending     

to be a child themselves so they can commit an offence against a child.  

Children that know each other can also become involved in inappropriate      

conduct through online chat and social media. Previously, the school has        

become aware of a number of WhatsApp groups in which children have been      

extremely unkind and made hurtful comments. This then becomes an issue in   

the school community as the feelings caused by online activity in the home are 

still present when the children see each other in class. 

Another important factor that parents must bear in mind is that children     

aged 10 years old or over are considered in law to be at the age of criminal      

responsibility. Children may therefore be part of a police investigation if they   

are involved in any malicious communications or accessing illegal content. 

If you are unsure how to protect your child from the potential dangers of online 

activity, please click here to access further information. 

Expressing Ourselves Safely Online 

Many of us are using devices 

(tablets, laptops, games consoles, 

phones) to keep in touch with friends 

and family across the world.  

Children enjoy using technology to 

share their passions and interests 

but this should be with parental     

supervision so they are expressing 

themselves safely and appropriately.  

Please support your child in being 

safe with online interactions, and 

how this should be appropriate and 

only with people they really do know 

and trust.  

Encourage your child to let you 

know immediately if they see or   

hear anything on their devices that 

worries them.   

Please also be mindful of the 

amount of time your child spends  

on their devices, particularly as they 

are online for home learning. 

https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/safeguarding/online-safety/






















https://clevernevergoes.org/parents-2/



