
Dear Parents and Children 

In the Gospel reading on 

Sunday, we learn about the 

Beatitudes which are part of 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns   

for the safety and well-being 

of any child, please make  

an appointment to see Mrs 

Studd who is our Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. 

In an emergency, please    

call the police without       

delay.  

We can also help parents 

through Brent’s Early Help 

Assessment process. If you 

are having difficulties with 

housing, finances or health, 

please speak with Mrs Studd 

who can signpost you to    

appropriate support and   

services.  

Click here for information 

from the NSPCC on            

Positive Parenting 

Click here for Brent           

Citizens Advice 

Useful Contacts: 

NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 

Brent Social Services: 

020 8937 4300 
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Community Dates 

02 Feb   Presentation of the 

    Lord  - Candlemas 

04 Feb   World Cancer Day  

05 Feb   St Agatha’s Day 

Celebrations 

We are always very happy  

to share news about the 

children’s achievements 

outside of school.  

Please email details and 

photos to: 

info@stjo.brent.sch.uk  

 

In your family prayer time 

this week, you may wish to 

reflect on the Beatitudes. 

These are wonderful     

promises that remind us 

that Jesus knows all of us 

and knows how we can 

lead happy lives. When      

we depend on Jesus rather 

than ourselves, we will      

experience peace and true 

happiness. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you 

for showing us how to be 

truly happy. May our family 

be filled with the happiness 

which comes from following 

your ways, so that we can 

share it with others. Amen.  

 

 

God bless 

 

Mrs Titus 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1195/positive-parenting.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1195/positive-parenting.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1195/positive-parenting.pdf
https://www.citizensadvicebrent.org.uk/
https://www.citizensadvicebrent.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk


News from the Reception Classes 

This half term, our exciting topic is Space, and the children have been busy          

exploring, creating, and discovering together. One of the highlights so far has 

been working as a team to create a large-scale version of Vincent van Gogh’s  -  

The Starry Night. The children absolutely loved collaborating on this project and 

learned that artwork can be created using different techniques such as dashes, 

swirls, and lines. It was wonderful to see their creativity and teamwork shine. 

 

In Science, the children have been learning about light sources and reflectors. 

They explored how some objects make their own light, while others reflect light.    

We discovered that the Moon does not shine by itself but reflects the light of the 

Sun. To help understand this, the children wrapped a ball in foil to represent the 

Moon and used a torch as the Sun. By turning off the lights, they could clearly see 

how the “Moon” reflected the torchlight. You might like to continue this learning 

at home by looking up at the sky on a clear night during January and February — 

you may be lucky enough to spot six visible planets: Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 

Uranus, and Neptune. 

 

During RHSE, the children are learning that we are created by God, out of love 

and for love. This helps them develop a strong sense of self-worth and lays the   

foundations for healthy, caring relationships with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we are learning about rhyming words through the story The Smeds 

and The Smoos by Julia Donaldson. Alongside practising rhyme, the children   

have been exploring important messages about kindness, not judging others, and 

treating people the way we would like to be treated, linking beautifully with our 

Christian values. 

 

Finally, a reminder that this weekend is the Great Big Garden Birdwatch  — the 

UK’s largest citizen science wildlife survey. By taking part, you help researchers  

understand how our garden birds are doing. In Reception, we’ve been counting 

birds all week, although the windy weather has kept many away! If you would    

like to join in at home, you can find more information on the RSPB Big Garden 

Birdwatch website. 

 

Thank you for your continued support — we’ve had a wonderful start to the spring 

term and look forward to all the exciting learning still to come! 



News from the Year 1 Classes 

The Year 1 Art for this term is ‘Paper Art’. We are learning all about beads and  

how they can be made from wood, plastic, glass and even paper.  

 

We have had a go at creating some paper beads by cutting long triangles and 

wrapping them around an art straw. We glued the triangle down before allowing 

the beads to dry. We then cut the paper beads up and threaded them onto pipe-

cleaners to create a bracelet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticking the         

triangles to the  

paper straw was a 

little difficult but 

we did it. 

It was fun    

making the 

bracelet out of 

paper beads. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance 

Congratulations to Classes RM, 3D and 5W           

for best class attendance last week. 

If your child is not going to be in school please 

call the office on 020 8965 5651 or email the 

school at: admin@stjo.brent.sch.uk before 

8.50am on every day of absence.  

If you have any medical questions about your 

child’s health, please contact your GP or call 

NHS on 111. 

In addition to making a telephone call by 

8.50am on every day of absence, this must be   

followed up in writing. Parents may complete a 

Reason For Absence form (available from school 

office or school website) or you may write a      

letter / email  to confirm the reason for the     

absence. 

When you know in advance that your child will 

be absent,  please inform the school in advance 

and provide appropriate documentation such  

as the medical appointment letter. 

Please remember that all school policies are in 

place for a reason with the main purpose being 

to ensure the safety, well-being and secure       

development of your child. 

If we have any concerns about a child’s           

absence, we may carry out a home visit. We may 

also contact Brent Education Welfare and       

Social Services. 

Please remember term time leave for family     

holidays and celebrations are not permitted in 

line with our Attendance Policy. Unauthorised 

absences are referred to Brent Education        

Welfare who have the authority to issue            

Education Penalty Notices of £160 per child,     

per parent. This reduces by 50% if paid within  

21 days. 

Parental Communication 

Parents are reminded that it is very helpful for  

school to be kept informed of any factors that 

may impact on your child’s learning or well-

being. This is to ensure that we are working   

together to support your child and family.  

Please make an appointment to see Mrs Studd 

to discuss any matters that school should be 

aware of so we can make informed decisions 

together. 

Safer Internet 

At St Joseph’s, we frequently 

communicate with our       

children and parents about 

online safety to help reduce 

the risk of children accessing 

inappropriate websites or     

becoming engaged in           

unsuitable communications 

online. 

The school computers and   

digital equipment have been 

protected to prevent children 

and any other persons on site 

from accessing any                

inappropriate materials 

through the school internet 

provision. 

We encourage parents to      

ensure that their own home 

equipment has the same      

protections. Please also check 

regularly what your child is 

doing online. 

Our website contains a      

number of links to resources 

for parents. Please click here 

for direct access to the           

information.   

School Uniform 

Please ensure that children 

wear full school uniform at 

all times. All items should be 

clearly labelled. 

Children should always  

wear their blazers to school. 

When the weather is warmer, 

children will be given       

permission to take off their 

blazers during the school 

day. 

https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SJSED-007-Reason-for-Absence-Oct-2019.pdf
https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/safeguarding/online-safety/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/


Online Safety 

Parents frequently receive information from school regarding the safety of       

children while they are accessing online activities and games. Parents are       

reminded about the need for vigilance and strict monitoring of children’s       

activity on online devices and social media apps.  

At St Joseph’s, we embrace the wonders of modern technology and online           

live learning was a great success during the most recent national lockdown. 

However, there are risks when children use their own devices outside of school. 

Please be aware that it can take just a few minutes for a stranger to gain a 

child’s trust online and this can often be achieved by the stranger pretending     

to be a child themselves so they can commit an offence against a child.  

Children that know each other can also become involved in inappropriate      

conduct through online chat and social media. Previously, the school has        

become aware of a number of WhatsApp groups in which children have been      

extremely unkind and made hurtful comments. This then becomes an issue in   

the school community as the feelings caused by online activity in the home are 

still present when the children see each other in class. 

Another important factor that parents must bear in mind is that children     

aged 10 years old or over are considered in law to be at the age of criminal      

responsibility. Children may therefore be part of a police investigation if they   

are involved in any malicious communications or accessing illegal content. 

If you are unsure how to protect your child from the potential dangers of online 

activity, please click here to access further information. 

Expressing Ourselves Safely Online 

Many of us are using devices 

(tablets, laptops, games consoles, 

phones) to keep in touch with friends 

and family across the world.  

Children enjoy using technology to 

share their passions and interests 

but this should be with parental     

supervision so they are expressing 

themselves safely and appropriately.  

Please support your child in being 

safe with online interactions, and 

how this should be appropriate and 

only with people they really do know 

and trust.  

Encourage your child to let you 

know immediately if they see or   

hear anything on their devices that 

worries them.   

Please also be mindful of the 

amount of time your child spends  

on their devices, particularly as they 

are online for home learning. 

https://www.stjosephsrc.co.uk/safeguarding/online-safety/






















https://clevernevergoes.org/parents-2/



