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Communication/Reading Workshop 2022

“What you can say today...you can 
write tomorrow”

Ruth Miskin



The aim of this workshop is to create 

confident talkers, fluent readers and 

independent writers.



Importance of talk.

The importance of talk for writing

“What you can say today...you can 
write tomorrow”

Ruth Miskin



A child behind in language at age 5 

• 11 times more likely to be behind in 

maths at 11

• 4 times more likely to have reading 

difficulties as adults 

• 3 times as likely to have mental 

health problems 

• Twice as likely to be unemployed 



When learning to communicate, children 
need someone to talk to and something to talk 

about.



Family Photos

Looking at photos together is a great way to get

conversation flowing. Your child will be fascinated

by pictures of themselves when they were little and

old family albums from before they were born.

Practice makes perfect

Encourage your child to talk to ‘safe’ adults when

you’re out and about, for example greeting friends’

parents, paying for something in a shop, or

asking for something at the supermarket.



Play back

Use a phone or a tablet  to enable your child to 
record and listen to their voice.

Discussions

When you read a story or watch a TV programme,

ask them how the characters are feeling, and why.

Puppet play

Try some puppet play. Speaking to or through a

hand puppet can encourage children to voice ideas.



Picture books

Picture books that is particularly good for

promoting discussion.

Puzzles

Encourage your child to describe the puzzle. Can 
they create their own story/discussion based on that 
puzzle.

Libraries

Take your child to the libraries. Let them chose their 
own books of their interests.



Talking together

At the end of the day, encourage your child to talk 
about what they’ve done and perhaps to recount it 
back to someone – mum or dad coming in from work 
or grandma on the phone, for instance.

Coping with “why?”

If your child’s favourite word is “why”, turn it back at 
them with: “Well, why do you think?”

Help at home: 

http://theconversation.com/how-to-encourage-
literacy-in-young-children-and-beyond-80459

http://theconversation.com/how-to-encourage-literacy-in-young-children-and-beyond-80459


Vocabulary

Talk to your child as much as possible and ‘feed’ 
them new and ambitious vocabulary.

“Let’s eat our lunch now.”

“Let’s munch our lunch now.”

“Let’s scoff our lunch now.”

“Let’s devour our lunch now!”

Have fun with words and language. 

“It’s raining cats and dogs”



What is Read Write 

Inc. Phonics? 



Importance of reading

Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and talking and we will change 
everything.

And I mean everything.
Jeanette Winterson 

Reading is the key that unlocks the door to a 
world of opportunity, information and even 
adventure.



Systematic approach

p
d



Storybooks

How to say the sounds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q

How to blend

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyFikwNQTg

How to teach your child to read the red ditty.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLXCVD_MVOg&t=304s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyFikwNQTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLXCVD_MVOg&t=304s




How does Read Write 

Inc. teach spelling? 



Fred Fingers



How can I help at 

home? 



Read Write Inc. at home

Support how your child is learning to read and 
spell in school.

• Pure sounds

• Fred Talk

• Fred Fingers

• Cursive letter formation



Thank you for coming!


