
ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
SPACE – TOPIC OVERVIEW 

YEAR R:  SPRING 1   
COVERAGE: 

Based on the book ‘Professor Astro Cat’s Solar 

System’ 

Professor Astro Cat takes us all on a tour of our 

solar system: (Power point of the book): - 

• How the solar system began as a giant cloud of 

dust and gas and slowly joined to make the sun 

and the eight planets 

• How the planets orbit the Sun and how the Sun 

is our star – how the Sun gives light. Sun safety 

– never look at the Sun directly, sunglasses. 

Why the sun not only gives us light but life. 

• All about the planets – and their individual 

characteristics: - (in distance from the sun) 

• Mercury, Venus, 

• The Earth (and moon) day and night 

• Mars, Asteroids and Comets, Jupiter, Saturn, 

Uranus, Neptune 

• Observing space – looking beyond our solar 

system to the stars.  

• What are stars? – how we can observe the 

universe using telescopes (Professor Astro Cat 

refers to the Hubble Space Telescope) 

KEY LANGUAGE AND 
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KNOWLEDGE AND FACT SHEET 

Key Questions: 

1. What are planets? 

2. Is the Earth a planet?  

3. Can you name other planets? 

4. What do the planets orbit (or 
go around)? 
 

5. Why is the Sun so important? 

6. What orbits the Earth? 

7. The sun, planets and moons 
all form part of? …………. 

8. What can we use to observe 
space beyond the Solar 
System? 

9. What do we call space 
beyond our Solar System? 

10. Why should we never look 
directly at the sun without 
sunglasses? 

KEY SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE 

• I understand that I live on a planet called the Earth  

• I know that the Earth is one of eight planets 

• I know that our moon orbits. (goes around) the Earth 

• I know the names of the other planets 

• I know that the planets are all different 

• I know that the Sun is at the centre of our Solar System and that the 

planets orbit the Sun 

• I understand that the Sun gives us light and life 

• I know that we should not look directly at the Sun because it is very 

bright and can hurt our eyes. The importance of sunglasses 

• I know that there is a world beyond our solar system called the universe. 

We can observe the stars in the universe through telescopes. 

ENRICHMENT: 
 
 

 

 


