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When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Matthew 5:1
Catholic Life of the School
God is the reason for our hope and the source of our happiness (Pope Francis)
At Mass this Sunday, we will learn more about the Beatitudes which are taken from Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount. These important words help us to lead fulfilled lives and they also sustain us with the promise
of eternal life in heaven.
The Sermon was not just for those listening to Jesus on the hill that day. Those words are for all of us
now, and in the future, as we transform our lives to be more Christ-like. Many have been inspired by the
‘Sermon’ including the great leader Sir Winston Churchill who commented, “The more closely we follow
the Sermon on the Mount, the more likely we are to succeed in our endeavours”. St Augustine stated that
“anyone who piously and earnestly ponders the Sermon on the Mount… I believe he will find therein …
the perfect standard of the Christian Life.”

Through our churches and by reading God’s Word, we can find wonderful instructions to
help us find real joy and peace. The Beatitudes are one example of Jesus teaching us about
how to find the true happiness for which we were created.
In your family prayer time this week, you may find it helpful to pray through the Beatitudes
together from Matthew’s Gospel, Chapter 5, Verses 3-12. Take time to listen to God as he
may lead you to focus on a particular part of this very important teaching.
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account.
St Joseph’s Mission Statement
At St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School we strive to create a stimulating environment so that
by learning, playing and working together, we openly follow Christ’s teachings. We seek to offer every
person the opportunity to be a unique and valued individual, sharing and developing belief in the
teachings of Jesus through everyday relationships and mutual respect in our dealings with one another.
In order to achieve our mission:
 We stand on holy ground
 We will always open our doors in welcome
 We will always love and care for each other as Jesus taught us
 We will always place the Word of God at the heart of our school
 We will always be witnesses to our faith by following in the footsteps of Christ

The Gingerbread Man

This week, the Nursery and Reception classes had a special treat when they watched a wonderful
performance of ‘The Gingerbread Man’ at St Joseph’s.
This interactive performance was presented by the Aesop’s Theatre Company. The children joined in
parts of the story-telling and really enjoyed playing the roles of the characters.
Please speak to your children about this great experience and ask them about the characters in the story
and what part they played.

Term Time Leave
The school policy on term time leave has been made very clear in the Attendance & Punctuality Policy
and reminders on this are published in the newsletter every week. Yet, a number of parents continue to
take their children out of school for family holidays and celebrations during the school term time.
Please be reminded that the school is obliged to refer all cases of term time leave to Brent’s Education
Welfare Service. They will then decide if an offence has been committed under the Education Act.
Of more concern, is the impact of absence on children’s learning. Clearly, when a child is seriously
unwell, they must stay at home until they are well enough to return to school. This type of absence is
completely unavoidable and, in cases of long-term sickness absence, we will prepare resources so your
child can continue with their learning.
However, when children miss school unnecessarily, this is an unacceptable interruption to their learning.
There are 14 weeks of school breaks and a number of bank holidays when parents can arrange family
events and vacations. Please adhere to the policy on school attendance at all times.

Attendance
Classes 2F, 3M, and 4G have won the Attendance Cup this week for achieving 100% attendance
all week. We now have some new classes in contention for the Best Class Attendance reward trip to
Chessington!
Punctuality still needs improvement. Please remember that all children from Reception to Year 6 may
arrive from 8.30am at their designated gates. Please take full advantage of this early arrival as it not
only helps your child to prepare for their learning day but also eases congestion.
Parents who choose to take their child out of school during term time will each be referred to
Brent Education Welfare and may be issued with a £120 Education Penalty Notice Fine per child
(reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days of issue date)
Please remember that if your child is absent from school and we have not already been informed in
advance, parents must telephone the school by 9.00am on every day of absence. This is a very
important safeguarding measure to ensure we know the whereabouts of every child.

