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The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight. John 9:11
Catholic Life of the School
At Mass on Sunday, we will hear the Gospel from John 9:1-38, which tells of Jesus healing a blind man.
This reading offers another example of the grace and compassion God has for all of us and, by following
Jesus, we can be healed too. Our faith brings light to our lives; it changes how we see the world and
brings healing.
In your family prayer time, remember that God is active in the world today.
This means that we can ask for healing for ourselves and for others. Do you know
someone who needs healing for an illness or maybe you know someone who has
hurt feelings? Ask God to bring healing and comfort to their situation.
As we continue the Lenten journey, we will reflect on the crucifixion of Jesus.
Through Christ’s unimaginable suffering, we were healed and forgiven by his
sacrifice on the Cross.
Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal
(St Thomas More)
Mothering Sunday
The traditions of Mothering Sunday began in the Church with people visiting their ‘home’ or ‘mother’
church; this would often be the Church in which they were baptised or the local parish Church. This was a
day to celebrate the Church for being the ‘mother’ of the faithful.
This Sunday, we will be thinking about our mothers and about those who have been mother-figures in our
lives. Three important characteristics which can be seen in mother figures are Compassion, Commitment
and Concern. These values are reflected in our Church and can also be experienced in our encounters
with God.
During this Lenten period, we also think about Mary, mother of Jesus. Her compassion, commitment and
concern for Jesus was apparent throughout his life and particularly as her son gave up his life on the
Cross.

Attendance
Class 2O have won the Attendance Cup this week for achieving best class attendance.
Punctuality still needs improvement. Please remember that all children from Reception to Year 6 may
arrive from 8.30am at their designated gates. Please take full advantage of this early arrival as it not
only helps your child to prepare for their learning day but also eases congestion.
Parents who choose to take their child out of school during term time will each be referred to
Brent Education Welfare and may be issued with a £120 Education Penalty Notice Fine per child
(reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days of issue date)
Please remember that if your child is absent from school and we have not already been informed in
advance, parents must telephone the school by 9.00am on every day of absence. This is a very
important safeguarding measure to ensure we know the whereabouts of every child.

St Joseph’s Day Mass

On Monday 20 March, children from Years 3 to 6 attended the 10.00am St Joseph's Mass at The Shrine
of Our Lady of Willesden.
Fr Stephen celebrated a wonderful service in which we gave thanks to St Joseph for his life and works.
We were joined by parishioners from the community who commented on the children’s wonderful singing
and smart uniforms.
Thank you to all the parents and family members who were able to join us at the Mass.

Easter Raffle
The Easter Raffle will take place next week. Please check the next Newsletter for information about the
winners!

Lenten Boxes
The children have brought back their boxes which are overflowing with donations!
We have started to count the money so the Catholic Children’s Society can receive the funds before the
Easter holidays. If you have forgotten to bring in your box, please do so by Monday 27 March.
Safeguarding
St Joseph’s treats seriously its responsibility to ensure children are safe and well.
Where there is information causing a level of concern, the matter is discussed between the Executive
Headmistress and Education Support Manager to determine if other agencies, such as Social Services,
should be informed of the matter.
Where appropriate, parents are informed if the school decides to make a referral to Social Services.
In line with their own procedures, Social Services may instruct the school that parents should not be
informed in particular cases.
The school follows Social Services guidance with regards to referrals and information sharing to ensure
our approach is child-centred.
St Joseph’s Mission Statement
At St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School we strive to create a stimulating environment so that by
learning, playing and working together, we openly follow Christ’s teachings. We seek to offer every person
the opportunity to be a unique and valued individual, sharing and developing belief in the teachings of
Jesus through everyday relationships and mutual respect in our dealings with one another.
In order to achieve our mission:
 We stand on holy ground
 We will always open our doors in welcome
 We will always love and care for each other as Jesus taught us
 We will always place the Word of God at the heart of our school
 We will always be witnesses to our faith by following in the footsteps of Christ

Letters and Reminders

A number of letters have been sent this week in relation to school uniform, school meals and After
School Club.
School Uniform
At St Joseph’s it is our policy that all children from Nursery to Year 6 will wear school uniform during
school hours and when participating in a school-organised event outside normal school hours. The
school governors and leadership team consider personal appearance of the greatest importance and
all pupils are expected to be in full school uniform at all times. It is the responsibility of all parents to
ensure that their child arrives at school in accordance with the School Uniform Policy.
It is imperative that all items of uniform are clearly labelled with your child’s name. As stated in our
School Uniform Policy, the school cannot take responsibility for items of uniform that are lost or
mislaid either in or out of school. Please speak to your child about the importance of taking
responsibility for their own uniform
The school will not reimburse parents or make any contributions towards any items of uniform lost or mislaid at school. We will make every effort to find any lost item but if we fail to
do so, it the responsibility of the parent/ guardian to replace the item.
All parents should check their child’s uniform regularly to ensure that it is their own. If not, please
return the item to the school so that it can be returned to the rightful owner.
School Meals
The price of school meal will increase to £12 per week (£2.40 per day) from 18 April 2017. This increase
is necessary to offset the rising cost of buying in fresh produce to prepare the school meals.
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 they are entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals
(UIFSM).

If your child is in any other year group and you are receiving benefits, your child may be entitled to Free
School Meals. If you think you may be eligible, please apply online through the Brent website.
Please remember to make payments at least one week in advance using the online Scopay system.
After School Club
The After School Club charges have been reviewed and will be increasing to £50 per week with effect
from 7 September 2017. The last price increase for the After School Club was in 2012. In reaching this
decision, we have taken into account the increased cost of resources and staffing.
After School Club fees must be paid at least a week in advance using the Scopay online payment system.
Current After School Club users must complete the slip on the letter issued this week and return to the
School Office.

Executive Headmistress - Response to Terrorism
Further to the events in Westminster on Wednesday, I would like to reassure all of our children and
parents that their safety and well-being is always the school’s main priority.
Unfortunately, due to various incidents over the last few years, it is little wonder that young people
are so frightened about terrorism. Sadly we now live in a world where we have come to anticipate
these inhumane attacks, so it is vital that we do not brush young people's fears aside. Instead, we
must listen to their worries and reassure them that there are people doing everything they can to
keep us all safe.
As such, we must all do what we can to ensure that our children are safe. If your child makes their
own way home from school, please ensure that they have reached their destination by the expected
time, without stopping on the streets to talk or calling to shops etc.

Likewise, if you are collecting your child from school, please ensure that you arrive on time to avoid
unnecessary distress or worry to your child.
I am sure that you will join all the staff at St Joseph’s in praying for those who have had their lives
impacted by acts of terrorism. Psalm 61 offers these comforting words:

Lead me to the rock that is higher than I;
for you are my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy

