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...those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. John 4:14
Catholic Life of the School

At Mass on Sunday, we will hear the Gospel from John 4:5-42 in which Jesus talks with a woman at the
well.
This event has a number of things for us to think about but perhaps the most important message is one
which was shared by St Louis de Montfort: God is a spring of living water which flows constantly into the
hearts of those who pray.
The woman was so moved by her encounter with Jesus
that she told everyone in the city about what had happened.
The Gospel goes on to tell us that many people went to Jesus
because of the woman’s testimony then they also believed that
Jesus was the Messiah and the Saviour of the world.
In your family prayer time, you may wish to reflect on how you
experience God’s love and how you see God’s love at work in
your family. Pope Francis reminds us:
God’s love for us is so great, so deep.
All God wants is for us to accept his love.
St Patrick’s Day
Friday 17 March is St Patrick’s Day which is celebrated in Ireland and across the world.
St Patrick is accredited with many good works in Ireland including the banishing of snakes from the land
and for securing the Christian foundations of the nation.
This verse from St Patrick’s Breastplate demonstrates his faith and his mission to share this with others:

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me.
Attendance
Classes RS and 6R have won the Attendance Cup this week for achieving best class attendance.
Punctuality still needs improvement. Please remember that all children from Reception to Year 6 may
arrive from 8.30am at their designated gates. Please take full advantage of this early arrival as it not
only helps your child to prepare for their learning day but also eases congestion.

Parents who choose to take their child out of school during term time will each be referred to
Brent Education Welfare and may be issued with a £120 Education Penalty Notice Fine per child
(reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days of issue date)
Please remember that if your child is absent from school and we have not already been informed in
advance, parents must telephone the school by 9.00am on every day of absence. This is a very
important safeguarding measure to ensure we know the whereabouts of every child.

St Joseph’s Day Mass
On Monday 20 March, children from Years 3 to 6 will be attending the 10.00am St Joseph's Mass at
The Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden.
St Joseph, a carpenter by trade, was the foster father of Jesus and the husband of Mary.
Parents and family members are very welcome to join us as we celebrate this patron saint of workers,
fathers, travellers, unborn children and immigrants.
E-Safety
The school has sent letters to parents this week to remind them of the importance of keeping their
children safe when they are using digital and online technology.
There are many benefits to online communication. In fact, you are now reading a newsletter which was
published on the school website and you can now send this to anyone in the world who also has access
to the internet.
You will therefore understand how easy perpetrators can access children through online communications.
There are now so many reports of young children being groomed and manipulated via devices such as
gaming consoles, mobile phones and tablets. Children are freely expressing their feelings on Social
Media which makes them vulnerable to abuse from strangers and from people that know them.
Please visit NSPCC Share Aware and www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ for resources which you can use to discuss
this topic with your children.
Behaviour
At St Joseph’s, we have the highest expectations for standards of behaviour. Therefore, if any child is
placed on ‘Restart’, parents will be informed.
Children will be held to account if their behaviour disrupts the learning experience for themselves or
others. Parents are expected to fully support this policy in line with their agreement to follow all school
procedures when they accepted a place for their child to attend St Joseph’s.
Safeguarding
St Joseph’s treats seriously its responsibility to ensure children are safe and well.
Where there is information causing a level of concern, the matter is discussed between the Executive
Headmistress and Education Support Manager to determine if other agencies, such as Social Services,
should be informed of the matter.
Where appropriate, parents are informed if the school decides to make a referral to Social Services.
In line with their own procedures, Social Services may instruct the school that parents should not be
informed in particular cases.

The school follows Social Services guidance with regards to referrals and information sharing to ensure
our approach is child-centred.
St Joseph’s Mission Statement
At St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School we strive to create a stimulating environment so that by
learning, playing and working together, we openly follow Christ’s teachings. We seek to offer every person
the opportunity to be a unique and valued individual, sharing and developing belief in the teachings of
Jesus through everyday relationships and mutual respect in our dealings with one another.
In order to achieve our mission:
 We stand on holy ground
 We will always open our doors in welcome
 We will always love and care for each other as Jesus taught us
 We will always place the Word of God at the heart of our school
 We will always be witnesses to our faith by following in the footsteps of Christ

Please remember to return the Lenten Boxes to school on Friday 24 March

