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Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. Matthew 5:17
Catholic Life of the School
At Mass this Sunday, we will hear more from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount’ which continues with specific
instructions about how to lead our lives. Jesus says he has come to “fulfil the Law”; we are to obey the
commandments and teach others to do the same.
This model is adopted by St Joseph’s staff as we prepare children for their adult lives. First and foremost
we are educators but we also take seriously our responsibility to ensure children understand that rules are
in place for their safety and well-being. Parents support us in this by reinforcing school rules at home. This
follows Jesus example of reminding us that God gave us the commandments for our own good; they were
given in love to keep us from harm.
Pope Francis says:
Let us thank all those who teach in Catholic schools. Educating is an act of love; it is
like giving life.
The family is where parents become their children’s first teachers in the faith.
The family’s strength lies in its capacity to love and to teach how to love.
In your family prayer time this week, you may wish to reflect on who teaches you ‘right from
wrong’ and the reasons why they do this. You may wish to pray for those who teach us with
love so we can adhere to God’s plan for our lives. Pray for your parents, family, friends,
teachers and priests. Thank God for their wisdom and for all they do to keep children safe.
I wish all our families a very safe and happy half term break. I look forward to seeing you all, ready for
learning, on Tuesday 21 February.
Mrs Titus
Executive Headmistress
Attendance
We are now half-way through the school year and there are a number of classes who have the best
attendance so far. Well done to Classes 2S, 3M, 4O, 6L and 6R for a consistent effort so far this year.
However, there are lots of classes close behind so everyone must help their class to win the Best Class
Attendance reward trip to Chessington!
Punctuality still needs improvement. Please remember that all children from Reception to Year 6 may
arrive from 8.30am at their designated gates. Please take full advantage of this early arrival as it not
only helps your child to prepare for their learning day but also eases congestion.
Parents who choose to take their child out of school during term time will each be referred to
Brent Education Welfare and may be issued with a £120 Education Penalty Notice Fine per child
(reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days of issue date). Holidays in school time are banned.
Please remember that if your child is absent from school and we have not already been informed in
advance, parents must telephone the school by 9.00am on every day of absence. This is a very
important safeguarding measure to ensure we know the whereabouts of every child.

Last day of school is Friday 10 February
Children return to school on Tuesday 21 February

After School Club

The children have had a fantastic time making delicious cookies for their families as a Valentine’s Day
treat!
In the After School Club, we made heart-shaped cookies. My favourite part was cutting the dough to make
the shapes, then putting on the icing. My mum will love the cookie! Katiana 3M
I enjoyed making the cookies in After School Club. My favourite part was when we made the heart
shapes. I am going to give mine to my mum for Valentine’s Day. Nia 4O
In the After School Club, I enjoyed making the Valentine’s cookies. It was really fun because I shaped the
dough to make it into a heart. I’m going to give my cookie to my dad on Valentine's Day and he will be
happy. He will love the cookie, especially as it was made by me! Shayne 6L

Behaviour
At St Joseph’s, we have the highest expectations for standards of behaviour. Therefore, if any child is
placed on ‘Restart’, parents will be informed.
Children will be held to account if their behaviour disrupts the learning experience for themselves or
others. Parents are excepted to fully support this policy in line with their agreement to follow all school
procedures when they accepted a place for their child to attend St Joseph’s.
Safeguarding
St Joseph’s treats seriously its responsibility to ensure children are safe and well.
Where there is information causing a level of concern, the matter is discussed between the Executive
Headmistress and Education Support Manager to determine if other agencies, such as Social Services,
should be informed of the matter.
Where appropriate, parents are informed if the school decides to make a referral to Social Services.
In line with their own procedures, Social Services may instruct the school that parents should not be
informed in particular cases.
The school follows Social Services guidance with regards to referrals and information sharing to ensure
our approach is child-centred.
St Joseph’s Mission Statement
At St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School we strive to create a stimulating environment so that by
learning, playing and working together, we openly follow Christ’s teachings. We seek to offer every person
the opportunity to be a unique and valued individual, sharing and developing belief in the teachings of
Jesus through everyday relationships and mutual respect in our dealings with one another.
In order to achieve our mission:
 We stand on holy ground
 We will always open our doors in welcome
 We will always love and care for each other as Jesus taught us
 We will always place the Word of God at the heart of our school
 We will always be witnesses to our faith by following in the footsteps of Christ

