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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life John 3:16
Message From The Headmistress
This year, I am going to share with you the message that Fr Stephen delivered at our school Mass on
Wednesday.
Fr Stephen spoke to us about the traditions of giving presents at this time of year and how this came
to include Santa Claus. We learned that St Nicholas (’Santa Claus’) lived in the 4th Century and he
loved the Christian community he belonged to. He knew about a family who were experiencing very
difficult circumstances and helped them by placing a gold coin in 3 of their stockings! This gift helped
the family to pay off their debts so they could look forward to a brighter future.
At a very important meeting which is now referred to as the Council of Nicaea, St Nicholas became
well known for declaring his absolute belief that Jesus Christ is ‘God from God’. So not only was
St Nicholas a defender of poor and vulnerable people but he was also a defender of his faith.
When I look at the donations St Joseph’s has made this Christmas, your generosity reminds me of
St Nicholas giving the gold coins to a family in need. The CAFOD appeal raised over £1,700, Acton
Homeless Concern have received trolleys full of food and the Salvation Army will now be able to give
presents to 138 children who would have had very little otherwise.
Funds raised from the Nativity Performance ticket sales has been used to purchase additional gifts
for children which will be distributed to local vulnerable families. The ‘Christmas Jumper’ receipts will
be donated to the ‘Friends Of St Joseph’s’ which will benefit our children through the purchasing of
additional learning resources.
My prayer for you this Christmas is that you will also consider your relationship with Jesus and
strengthen your faith though regular attendance at Mass throughout the year. The main Christmas
services at The Shrine Of Our Lady Of Willesden are:
Christmas Eve
Family Vigil Mass at 6.00pm
Missa Brasileiro at 9.00pm
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
Solemn Mass at 11.15am
Missa Brasileiro at 4.00pm

Holy Family

Epiphany Of The Lord

(28 December)

(04 January)

Solemn Mass at 11.00am
Missa Brasileiro at 2.00pm

Solemn Mass at 11.00am
Missa Brasileiro at 2.00pm
Vespers with Carols at 4.30pm

I wish all of our families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. I look forward to all the
children returning to school Tuesday 6 January.
God Bless,
Mrs Titus
Attendance
Classes 4D, 4O and 5M achieved 100% attendance during week beginning 8 December. This week,
Classes 3C, 4D and 5M achieved 100% attendance.
While we enjoy celebrating excellent attendance, we must remember the long term benefits of your child
being in school every day - they will access all aspects of the curriculum and reach their full potential.
Please arrange routine appointments out of school hours and remember that holidays are banned.
Parents who choose to take their child out of school during term time will each be issued with a
£120 Education Penalty Notice Fine per child (reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days of issue date)

Admissions
Please be reminded that the deadline date for applications for Reception 2015-16 is Thursday 15
January 2015. As this is the final date for Brent to receive your application, we strongly suggest that
the Supplementary Information Forms (SIFs) and the associated documents are with the school by
Friday 9 January so we can check that everything appears to be in order.
As is usual practice at Our Lady of Willesden, parents of that parish should see Father Stephen after
the 11.00am mass on Sundays to make appointments for the 2015 Reception Class application
interviews.
Please check the weekly parish newsletter for further information and updates.
Merit And Student Of The Week Certificates
In our Christmas assembly this morning, the following children received Merit Certificates in recognition
of their recent effort:
Ryan 2M, Avin 2O, Kajetan 3C, Harry 3A, Shania 3F, Joseph 4D, Grace 4O, Lisa 5M, Kasarachukwu 5O,
Ozwald 5Q, Felicia 6R, Sahr 6M and Michelle 6K
Student Of The Week Certificates were issued to:
Shannon 4O

for working hard to make a great improvement in class work

Nicol 5M

for a positive attitude to learning

Tarian 6K

for recognising the importance of making his best effort in all he does
Christmas Eve Prayer
Loving God, help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.
Amen
Thank You!

The staff of St Joseph’s would like to thank all the parents who have given a gift or shared a kind blessing
this week.
Your time, effort, words and thoughts are very much appreciated.
School Website
Please check the school website www.stjosephsrc.co.uk for the full version of this newsletter which
includes a page of fantastic photographs from recent events.

Children return to school on Tuesday 6 January 2015.
Please ensure that they are ready for the new term by arriving at school on time every day
and by wearing full and correct official school uniform.

Christmas At St Joseph’s
Over the last few weeks, the Christmas spirit has descended on St Joseph’s as we have enjoyed Nativity
performances, Christmas Mass, Carol Concerts, Christmas Jumper Day and the Bling Up Your Christmas
Bike event.
This has also been a time of reflection for the children as they have considered the birth of our Saviour
and why it is important to celebrate this event.
We hope that the photographs below provide an idea of the fun the children have had while learning more
about the significance of Christmas.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

