St Joseph’s News

St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School
Goodson Road, Willesden, London, NW10 9LS
Tel: 020 8965 5651 E-mail: admin@stjo.brent.sch.uk

www.stjosephsrc.co.uk
Executive Headmistress: Mrs D Titus
Friday 10 November 2017

Newsletter 8

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Matthew 25:13

Catholic Life of the School

In the Gospel message this Sunday, Jesus tells the parable of the ten bridesmaids.
In this story, five of the bridesmaids were wise and prepared for the arrival of the bridegroom and the
wedding feast. However, the other five were foolish and not well prepared. When they realised their
mistake, they wanted the wise bridesmaids to help them.
Through the story, Jesus is describing himself as the bridegroom and the wedding feast
represents the Kingdom of God. This parable reminds us of the importance of preparation
and applying the gift of wisdom to all situations. Most importantly, Jesus is calling for us to
be ready for his return. This means that we must be prepared in our heart and minds by
turning away from sin.
In your family prayer time this week, you may wish to think about any behaviours that need
correcting. Ask God to help you be wise so you make good choices that better prepare you
for the heavenly feast that we all look forward to.
Merit of the Week Award
The following children have received Merit Certificates in our whole school assembly for demonstrating
excellent standards in their learning and behaviour:
Tersharn 2F, Aiden 2H, Reece 2S, Tyler 3K, Kacper 3G, Mateusz 3M,
Karol 4C, Klaudiusz 4M, Emilia 5K, Bryan 5S, Marika 6D, Nyra 6M and Dawid 6W
Student of the Week Award
2S Stephanie

For always up levelling her work to make it the best

3K Emily

For working really hard in Mathematics and English

4M Marcela

For always trying her best and being a great class representative
Attendance

In week beginning 6 November 2017, Classes 2S, 3K, 5K and 6M had 100% attendance.
All children may arrive from 8.30am at their designated gates. Please take full advantage of this early
arrival as it not only helps your child to prepare for their learning day but also eases congestion.
Parents who choose to take their child out of school during term time will each be referred to
Brent Education Welfare and may be issued with a £120 Education Penalty Notice Fine per child
(reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days of issue date)

Please remember that if your child is absent from school, and we have not already been informed in
advance, parents must telephone the school by 9.00am on every day of absence. This is a very
important safeguarding measure to ensure we know the whereabouts of every child.
If a child’s whereabouts are unknown or unclear, the school will contact Brent’s Children Missing In
Education team so they can carry out an investigation.

Poppy Appeal

The amount raised by St Joseph’s children and parents is £116. Thank you very much for your generous
contributions.
If you would like to find out more about how donations and funds are used, please visit the website:
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

School Kitchen
We are delighted to inform parents that a recent unannounced kitchen inspection led to the school being
awarded the highest possible 5 Star rating!
This is a true reflection of the exemplary standards across the school in terms of hygiene and cleanliness.
The current school menu is available by clicking here. Printed copies are also available from the school
office.
Dates For Diary
Tuesday 5 December

EYFS M and EYFS W Nativity at 9.30am in school hall - (Ticket Only)

Thursday 7 December

EYFS G and EYFS S Nativity at 9.30am in school hall - (Ticket Only)

Thursday 14 December

KS1 Nativity Service - 10.00am at Our Lady of Willesden Church

Friday 15 December

INSET NO SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN

Tuesday 19 December

Year 3 Nativity at 9.30am in school hall for parents Class 3G
(Ticket Only)

Wednesday 20 December

KS2 Christmas Mass - 10.00am at Our Lady of Willesden Church
Christmas Woolly Jumper Day (Collection for St Luke’s Hospice)
Christmas Lunch

Thursday 21 December

Year 3 Nativity at 9.30am in school hall for parents Classes 3K and 3M
(Ticket Only)
Class Christmas parties in afternoon
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

Tuesday 9 January

Children return to school
St Joseph’s Mission Statement

At St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School we strive to create a stimulating environment so that
by learning, playing and working together, we openly follow Christ’s teachings. We seek to offer every
person the opportunity to be a unique and valued individual, sharing and developing our belief in the
teachings of Jesus through everyday relationships and mutual respect in our dealings with one another.
Our School Mission is as follows:







We stand on holy ground
We will always open our doors in welcome
We will always love and care for each other as Jesus taught us
We will always place the Word of God at the heart of our school
We will always be witnesses to our faith by following in the footsteps of Christ

Safeguarding

St Joseph’s treats seriously its responsibility to ensure children are safe and well.
Where there is information causing a level of concern, the matter is discussed between the Executive
Headmistress and Education Support Manager to determine if other agencies, such as Social Services,
should be informed of the matter.
Where appropriate, parents are informed if the school decides to make a referral to Social Services.
In line with their own procedures, Social Services may instruct the school that parents should not be
informed in particular cases.
The school follows Social Services guidance with regards to referrals and information sharing to ensure
our approach is child-centred.
************************************

The school frequently reviews processes to ensure we are doing all we can to minimise risk and keep
children safe.
Please be reminded of the following expectations to support safeguarding at St Joseph’s:
 When you bring your child to school in the morning and when you collect your child in the afternoon,

please move off the premises promptly to ease congestion and to support the staff in dismissing the
children to other parents.
 While term time leave is banned, we know there will be emergencies when children need to travel

with their parents. In these situations, regardless of whether the leave will be authorised, please
provide the school with a copy of the outgoing and return travel documents. This is a very important
safeguarding measure.

Early Help
The school works with a number of agencies including health and Social Services to ensure that our
children and families receive all the help they need at the earliest opportunity.
We therefore encourage parents to approach the school if they are unsure where to access help and
support with any issues relating to family life. Please make an appointment to see Mrs Studd, Education
Support Manager, to discuss any worries and we will help directly or signpost you to the most appropriate
service.
Positive Parenting
The NSPCC has published a document to support parents with the challenges and
demands of family life.

The document includes useful information and guidance about setting boundaries,
rewards, sanctions and building relationships.
Please click here to view the NSPCC Positive Parenting document which is available
to download from the Safeguarding page on the school website.
Online Safety
Schools, police, social services and other agencies are concerned at the ever-increasing volume of
offences being committed against children through online devices.
Children are also being exposed to activities which are completely inappropriate for their age.
From class discussions, phase assemblies and e-safety learning, it seems that a significant number of
children access the internet from their bedrooms without parental controls or monitoring.
Parents are reminded that it is their responsibility to ensure their children are involved in age
appropriate online activities and to keep their children safe when they are using mobile phones,
tablets, laptops, games consoles etc.
Please visit St Joseph’s E-Safety webpage for further information.

Brent Educational Psychology Service ‘Drop-In’

Please see below a poster advertising a community psychology initiative led by Brent Educational
Psychology Service.
The service is offering a limited number of voluntary drop-in sessions for parents at various educational
venues throughout this academic year. The first drop-in session will be taking place at Fawood Children’s
Centre on 23 November, 9.00am to 12.00pm. Future dates and venues will be as follows:
23 January at Curzon Crescent
13 March at Malorees Junior School
15 May at Manor School
12 June at Kilburn Grange School
10 July – venue to be confirmed

